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Foreword

In disease control and social movements alike, there are tbtements that lead tan epidemic:
contagiousness, small causes having big effembd change happenirag one dramatic moment.
Having worked on aid projects since 2001 and in-gmtiale genital mutilationkKGM) for ten years,

| have seeran appetite forchange and a window of opportunitjor that change that has not been
there for 2000 years.Could he passing of the UN General Assembly resolution in December 2012;
strong leadership and momentum in Afri¢agether with increasing numbers cbmmunities,non-
governmental organisations, fabased organisationgolicymakers and ambassadors working t
end FGM be the tipping point for change?

In excess of 125 million women and girls alive todafricahave experienced FGMnd 30 million

more girls will be affected by 202Q one girl being cut every ten secondg/hile FGM is practised
primarily in 28 African countries, clustered from West Africa to Egypt and the Horn, it is also seen in
parts of the Middle East, Asia and across the warldliaspora groups who brintheir traditions

with them upon migration.

FGM is knan to have no health benefits and has serious, immediate and-termg physical and
psychological health consequences, which can be severe, includingraastatic stress disorder,
depression, anxietyand reducedsexualdesire or satisfaction.Babies bon to women who have
experienced FGM suffer higher rates of neonatal death, and mothers can experience obstetric
complications and fistua

Globally, reasons for FGM are highly varied between ethnic groups and communities; it is a deeply
embedded social qactice associated with adulthood, marriageability, purity and sexual confitals

is true, too, in Sierra Leone, where it is also linked to the ordering of community power structures
through membershifio secret societie$or whichFGM is the badge of belongingdt s also linked to

early child marriage and girls dropping out of compulsory educatidhthe end of the civil war
Bondo initiation was used as a way refstoring ®cial relations lost in the destructionlt also
presented itself in a watorn economy as an economic opportunity for younger women, a rarity in
Sierra Leone.Traditionally FGM is carried out by older women in unhygienic conditions in isolated
bush camps.

This Country Profile shows that there has beenighsreduction in the overall prevalence of FGM
in Sierra Leone from 91.3% in 2008 to 89.6% in 2@t8ording tothe Demographic and Health
Surveys Prevalences 94.3% in rural areagnhd the districts in theNorthern Provincehawe the
highestprevalencs, although prevalence is 75% or higher in all districts across the country

As there iso national antFGM law in Sierra Leone, this report covers the twelve measures we feel

are required to address FGM in the context of pasir reconstructiom. Amongthese are wider

access to education as a viable alternative or delaying factor in FGM, improveimémshealthcare

system andareduction inthe numberof peoplef A Ay 3 06Sf 2¢ GKS D®ESNYYSyi

Since first visiting Africa in 2001, | have visitédAfrican countriesand communities in Malaysia,
Pakistan, the Middle East, the USA, Canaflastralia and New Zealand that have migrant
communities that practise FGML havelistened to the stories obver two thousand survivorsio
woman or girl was pleased she was catl have physical or mental trauma from FGM and mamwgeha
begun themseles to campaign for FGM to endifter an initial meeting with our research team in
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2012, | was delighted to meet representatives of the Sierra Leone Inter Africa Committee in April 2014
and hear how they are working withon-governmental organisations and cisdciety organisations
nationally and internationally to help advance the weslvardsabolishingcFGM.

While we highlight in this report areas that need addressing, we also recognise the wadaof
governmental organisations and cigibciety organisationasing initiativessuch as alternative rites
of passageg 2 NJ A Yy 3 gIA X KRa (Y EBiacifig Feyiportance of FGM in urban youth.

| look forward to seeing further progress and talking with activists in my forthcomingpu&érra Leone.

Dr AnnMarie Wilson 28 Too Many Executive Director

Case Study

During our researchin Sierra
Leone we came across an 3 .
organisationthat appears to bridge P o Aee M'ﬁm -~ hH T "

the need for cultural continuity and N T q.“) LN ""7

the ethos of\Ho harm to women or ~

girlsQ _ !
. . ) ‘, \ ‘

Among the Temne who live in
Masanga village ands surrounding
areas, FGM is often carried out on
girls between the ages dhree and Soweis wearing new colours in an ME#én project, to

five. Masanga Education Assistance show they now conduct Bondo without cutting (RIEA)
(MEA has been working in the area

since 2004sponsoring education for childnéboth in the private and state sector

In 2007they opened their own kindergagh. The condition foanyoneaccesigeducation with their
helpisWii N} RS S E OA & Alg 3009Fepdutd carfedzfrk th ME#SE DaBe girls were being

socially excluded from even simple activities like bathing with Bondo initi#itesas at this point that

Michele Moreau the founder of MEAcame up with the idea of persuading the Soweis to initiate
without cutting. An ealy convert and now president of MEA Sierra Ledg@matu Fornah was the

head Sowei in the vilage.] SNJ O2y @SNEA2Y | YR WLIE dederyichiall R2 ¢y
NBydzy OAl GA2Y 27T {)waS vedy dfinchtiakinQhe CotainunikRbIBwiniy rdebdia

number of Soweis in Masanga aitsl surrounding villages have also renounced FGM, discarded the

old Bondocolours of red and white and embraced yellow as the colour of the new Bondo.

In 2010 the first ceremony without FGM was conducted, afteictvithe Paramount Chief of Tonkolili,

GKS RAAGNAOGQA KAIKSA( IdzZiK2NX(Gedk 4l A OB Qa A8 PSS Y
Since then there have been five more initiatipfes 391 girls in total.Eight of them have subsequently

been subjected to FGM and suffered total exclusion from the programme and censure from the yillage.
¢CKS NARAGSQa OdzA (dzNI f RAYZYEAAZIVA KKITES SIS YINE|IRHZOW IA
SGKAOFE LINAYORLIFINBKSNI y20SR (GKIG GKS waadyvyozf A
dis2 f SR Ay (GKS' NBad 2F (GKS NAGdz f oQ

1 Bracher (2014The Mutilation of a Ritual: The Case of Excisi@idrra LeoneUniversity of Fribourg.

3




%TOOMANY
FGM...
let's end it.

Informationon Country Profiles

Background

28 Too Many is an antemale genitalmutilation FGM charity, created to end FGM in the 28
African countries where it is practised and in other countries across the world where members of
those communities have migrated-ounded in 2010 and registered as a charity in 2012, 28 Too
Many aims to provide a sitegic frameworkof knowledge and toolshat enable inrcountry antt

FGM campaigners and organisations to be successful and make sustainablesdbagigeg FGM.

We hope to build an information base including detaibedintry profiles for each country praising

FGM in Africa and the diaspor@ur objective is to develop a network of afsM organisations to
share knowledge, skills and resourcéd/e also campaign and advocate locally and internationally
to bring change and support community programmes.

Purpose

The prime purpose of this Country Profile is to provide improved understanding of the issues
relating to FGMwithin the wider framework of gender equality and social chang®y collating the
research to date, this Country Profile can reflect the current situatids.organisations continue to

send us their findings, reports, tools and models of change, we can update these reports and show
where progress is being madé&/Vhile there are numerous challenges to overcome before FGM is
eradicated in Sierra Leone, many programmes are making pqsititiee change.

Use of this Country Profile

Extracts from this publication may leely reproduced, providedue acknowledgement is gin to
the source and 28 Too ManyWe invite comments on the content ansuggestions on how the
report could be improved as an information tool, and seek updates on the data and contact details.
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a lawyer at a leading international law firm in Londo&he has carried out research in three
countries that practise FGM.

Ann-Marie Wilson founded 28 Too Many and is thexecutive director. The Journal of Gender
Studiespublishedin 2012her paper Ean lessons be learnt from eradicating f@riding in China
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Mark SmithONB | 4§ S& GKS OdzadG2Y YI LA dzASR Ay HyYy ¢22
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Please note the use of a photograph of any girl or woman in this Country Profile does not imply
that she has, nor has not, undergone FGM.
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List of Abbreviations

INGO and NGO acronyms are foundhe International, National and LocaDrganisations

sections towards the end of this Country Profile

AIDS

APC
ARP
CBO
CEDAW
CRC
CSO
DHS
FBO
FGC
FGM
FINE
FSU
GBV
GDP
GPI
HIV
HTP
ICESC
IDP
IMC
INGO
IRC
LGBT
MDG
MICS
NGO
OECD
PPP
RUF
SIGI
SLANGO
STI
TBA
UK
UN
UNDP
UNFPA
UNICEF
us
VAWG
WHO

Acquired Immunodeficiency Syndrome

lff tS2L) SQa /2y3INBaa
alternativerites ofpassage
community-basedorganisation

Convention on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women
Convention on the Rights of the Child
civil-society organisation

Demographic Health Survey
faith-basedorganisation

femalegenital cutting

femalegenital mutilation

Fambul Initiative Network for Equality

Family Support Unit

genderbasedviolence

grossdomesticproduct

Gender Parity Index

Human Immunodeficiency Virus

harmful traditional practice

International Covenant on Econom&ocial and Cultural Rights
internally-displacedpersons

Independent Media Commission
internationalnon-governmentalorganisation
Inter-Religious Council of Sierra Leone
lesbian,gay, bisexual transgender

Millennium DevelopmenGoal

Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey
non-governmentalorganisation

Organisation for Economic @peration and Development
purchasing power parity

Revolutionary United Front

Social Institutions and Gender Index
SierraLeone Association of NeBovernment Organizations
sexuallytransmittedinfection

traditionalbirth attendant

United Kingdom

United Nations

United Nations Development Programme
United Nations Population Fund

United Nationd KA f RNBYy Q& Cdzy R
United States

violence against wmen andgirls

World Health Organization




FGM...

?TOO MANY
let's end it.

Please note that, throughout the citations and references in this report, the following
abbreviations apply.

W5 | { 8Qefersito:

Sierra Leone (SSL) and ICF Macro (Zéf&pr Leone Demographic and Health Survey.Z0&i8erton,
Maryland, USA: Statistics Sierra Leone (SSL) and ICF Marilable at
https:// dhsprogram.com/pubs/pdf/FR225/FR225.pdf

Ya L/ PQeters to:

Statistics Sierra Leone and UNI<i#fra Leone (20)Bierra Leone Multiple Indicator Cluster
Survey 2010, Final Repofreetown, Sierra Leone: Statistics Sierra Leone and USI&fEkLeone.
Available atttps://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/
resources/MICS4_SierraLeone_2010_FinalReport.pdf

Y51 { refersvia Q

Statistics Sierra Leone (SSL) and ICF International @i@t¥§ Leone Demographic and Health
Survey 2013Freetown, Sierra Leone and Rockville, Maryland, USA: SSL a&mern@ional.
Available atttps://dhsprogram.com/pubs/pdf/FR297/FR297.pdf

A Note on Data

UNICEF highlights that sedfported data on FGM needs to be treated with caution, since women
maybe unwilling to disclose having undergone FGM due to the sensitivity of the subject or its illegal
nature. In addition, women may be unaware that they have been cut, or of the extent of the
cutting, especially if it was carried out at a young age.

Statistics on the prevalence of FGM are compiled through lacgée household surveys in
developing countrieg the Demographic and Health SurvédH$ and the Multiple Indicator Cluster
Survey MICS.

Understanding trends in the FGM status of girls err8iLeone agedd14 is challengingThe DHS

2013 does not provide any data at all on the FGM status of dgitsvious reportsincluding the

DHS 2008 and MICS 20Qlésked women for information about their daughterBowever,
inconsistencies in the quesns mean that a direct comparison of tliguresis not possible.The

DHS 2008 asked women whether they had at least one daugttierhad been cuand explored

GKS RIFGF Ay Y2NB RS (recknilycif @gadght&. In@éntragt 2the MYCSAE0 Y 2 A
LINBaSyida REFEGF F2NJ Ittt @3 (0KS ¢2YSyQa RIdzZAKEGSNER

Data from both surveyson the prevalence in girls is presentad this Country Profilebut the
limitations of any comparisons should keptin mind.



https://dhsprogram.com/pubs/pdf/FR225/FR225.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/MICS4_SierraLeone_2010_FinalReport.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/MICS4_SierraLeone_2010_FinalReport.pdf
https://dhsprogram.com/pubs/pdf/FR297/FR297.pdf
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Executive Summary

This Country Profile provides comprehensive information on FGM in Sierra Leone. It details the
current research on FGM and provides information on the political, anthropological and sociological
contexts of FGM. It also includes an as&\of the current situation in Sierra Leone and reflects on
how to improve andtFGM programmes and accelerate the eradication of this harmful practice. The
purpose of this report is to enable those committed to ending FGM to shape their own policies and
practices to create positive, sustainable change.

In Sierra Leonghe prevalence of FGM amongomen aged 1%549is 89.6%according to the 2011
Demographic and Health Surve)HS 2018" This islower than the 91.3%eported in the 2008
Demographic andHealth SurveyHS2008).2

The pevalence of FGM is higher amonwgmen residing in rural areas (94.3%) thamongthose
who live inurban areas (80.9%)l'hedistricts in theNorthern Provincehave the highesprevalence
whereas the Weskern Areahas the lowest (although all districts across the country have a
prevalence of 75% or morgdndthis correspond to the rural and urban trends.

FGM in Sierra Leone is part of initiation it Y S ge@rét societiesknown asBondo(or Sandg.

90% of women are members of Bon@md these societies exist in all ethnic groups except the Krio.
aSYOSNBRKALI G2 GKSasS a20ASGASa YINla | 3IANIQa &
member. Girls receive training for their roles as wives and mothers thatextent ofthis training

has decreased in some communities becays@ents want theirdaughtersto return to school

before marriage, obecause the familyives in an internallydisplacedpersons DB camp. IDP

camps were created during the civil wamd have limited resources.

FGM is a social norand atradition that is heavily enforced by community pressuaed the most
commonly cited perceived benefit of FGM is social acceptan@etting is considered anatomically
necessary for a girl to become an unambiguaendered female.As part of this rationale, ncut
women are also often labelledinclearQ There isfurthermore, a common belief that FGM is more
aesthetically acceptabl®.Anotherreasongiven for the practice oFGMin Sierra Leonés that it is
ySOSaal NE (2 LINB ans duBu half of tHehaldit opula@blbeNidyes yidt i is &
religious requiremenf. Finally, asurvey discussed in this report fourtHat 20¢30% of Sierra
Leoneans believthat FGM has no benefifs

Traditionalpractitioners conduct the vast majority of FGMnd there does not appear to be a trend

towards medicalised FGRI These female practitioners are call@bweisand are authoritative
YSYOSNBR 2F (KS 62YSyQa Tasy @dodave syrhbjoi refatiosshipd? Y Y dzy A
villages and paramountchiefs, who have authority @r large areas.

The majority of women and girls underdypes | and IFGM (excision)’ It is unclear fom the

latest three national datsets how many women have had their genitals sewn cl@¢$ggde Il FGM

¢ infibulation). reportsvary from2.6% ¢(he DHS 2008) to 4. 7% ¢he Multiple Indicator Cluster

Survey 201pand9% the DHS2013)for women aged 1849.'° This highlights a weknown issue

with selfreporting¢ that women may not know the extent to which they have been cut.
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The DHS2008 reports that 8.2% ofg 2 Y Sy Q &decevitBréutidaughterswere cutby the age of
14. Of these, the largest percentage (31.7%) were cut between the ages of five andavhioh is a
noticeablerise from the percentage of women aged¢#® who were cut between the ages of five
and nine (13%)Of women, the largest percentage were cut betmethe ages of 10 and 14, which
suggests thatthe age of initiation has lowerett This is consistent with reports that some
communities, particularly the Temne, are cutting girls at a younger age.

The DHS 2008 reports that 32.5% of women have at least one daughter who has been cut. The
Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey 201BICS 2010reports that only 10.2% of all daughtehnsive

been cut. Note that the MICS and Dfitfaires are not directly compable, since there are subtle

but important differences in the questions asked. What is noticeable is that prevalence appears to
be lower in daughters than in women. However, it should be kept in mind that the daughters
referred to here span the ageange 0gl4 years. Many of the daughters may simply have not yet
been cut. Indeed, the DHS 2008 reports that only 8.9% of women did not intend to have their
daughters cut, suggesting that the true prevalence may not have dropped as far as these figures
suggesat first glance'

69.2%o0f womenaged 1549 support the continuation of FGMas do 46.% of menin the same
agerange™ However, support for FGM varies across age cohorts and regfaesidence 58.6%

of women aged 1&19 want FGM to continue, whilg0.8% of women aged 439 are in supporof

it. Geographicallysupport is roughly constant at about 75% across all districts, except the Western
Area, where it is just below 50

It is crucial to understand FGM in Sierra Leone in the contepbstfwar reconstruction The cost

of initiation is high, posing significant economic constraint on families who must save to cover the
costs and often have to choose between initiations or sending daughters to school. It has been
suggested that initiating gslyounger is cheaper, and this may explain the trend in the decreasing
age of girls cut.

Given the soci@conomic climate, many practitioners of FGM are leaving out much of the training
that has traditionally been gart of Bondainitiation, meaning that the ceremony is completed in a
matter of days. Moreover, women IDPcamps areusuallythe breadwinnersand manytherefore
considera Soweicareer asan economic opportuny. Hencethe cultural justification forFGM
appears b be losing groundsthe practiceincreasingly becomes a commodity.

There is nolaw that criminalises FGM outright in Sierra Leone, and the Government remains
indecisive with respect to eradication efforts. The Child Rights Act states that girls must be of legal
age (18) before they can consent to being cut. This Act is supportediby@Ml organisations and

the Sowei Council, who encourage practitioners to wait until girlsahte to consent to initiation.

Since the end of the civil wahere has been a gming humanrights discourse in Sierra Leqraad

this has createdan opportunity for organisationsto work on a range of matters concerning
g2YSyQa IyR IANI &Q NARIKGAZ KSIEOGK FyR SRdzOF GA 2\
There are numerousnternational and local nogovernmental organisations and cisibciety
organisationsworking to eradicate FGMising a vaety of strategies including generally tackling

harmful traditional practices, addressinge KS f 6 K NA &1 & 2F CDaX LINRY2I
usingalternative rites of passageA comprehensive overview of these organisations is included in

this report.

[ e
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28 Too Manyproposesthat the following measuresbe taken

A adopting culturally relevant programmes

A understanding FGM in Sierra Leone within the context of the cultural and political agency

> >

> > > > > >

>\

Bondg

implementing sustainable funding;

considering FGM within the Millennium Development Goals amgpostMDG framework
facilitating education

improving access to health facilities athé management of anfgealth complications of FGM
increasng advocacy and lobbying

criminalising=GM aul increasingaw enforcement

fostering the further development of effective media campaigns

FGM

increasingcollaborative projects and networkingnd

A furthering research

encouraging faitfbased organisationto act as agents of change and be proactive in eng

pf the

ng

a b~ wN B

= © 00N

1
1

1

DHS 2013, p.301.
DHS 2008, p.256.
DHS 2013, p.301.
DHS 2008, pp.26263.

Dr. Richard Fanthorpe (2008)erra Leone: The Influence of the Secret Societies, with Special Reference to

Female Genital MutilatiorAvailable ahttp://www.refworld.org/docid/46cee3152.html
DHS 2013, p.303.
DHS2008, pp.262263.
DHS 2008, p.258.
DHS 2013, p.301.
0 - DHS 2008, p.256.
- MICS 2010, p.109.
- DHS 2013, p.301.
1 DHS 2008, g57 &261.
2 - DHS 2008, p.261.
- MICS 2010, p.110.
3 DHS 2013, p.305.

14 DHS 2013, p.305.
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Introduction

W is now widely acknowledged th&@EGM functions as a self
enforcing social convention or social norm. In societies where it is
practiced it is a socially upheld behawial rule. Families and
individuals uphold the practice because they believe that their
group or society expects them to do so. Abandonment of the
practice requires a process of social change that results in new
expectations on familieQ

~The Generahssembly of th&Jnited Nation$

Female genital mutilation (sometimes called female genital cutting and female genital
mutilation/cutting) (FGM) is defined by the World Healt®rganization WHO?* I & O2 YLINA & A y 3
procedures involving partial or total removal of the external female genitalia or other injury to the
female genital organs for nef SRA Ol f NBI a2y a ®Q -basddaiolehcandlhasT 2 NI
been recognised as a harmful practied a violation of the human rights of girls and women. At

least 200 million girls and women alive today have had FGM in the 28 African countries where FGM is
practised, in Yemen and in Indone3ia.

History of FGM

FGM has been practised for over 2,000 géarAlthough it has obscure origins, there has been
anthropological and historical research conductedo how FGM came about. It is found in
traditional group or community cultures that have patriarchal structures. Although FGM is
practised in some comunities in the belief that it is a religious requirement, research shows that

FGM predates Islam and Christianity. Some anthropologists trace the practic€ teftury BC
Egypt,where infibulatonswere NE F SNNBR (2 | & WE Othétlarzhyopoldgis® A NI dzY
believe that it existed among Equatorial African herders as a protection against rape for young
female herders, as a custom among stdénd S LIS2LX S Ay 9ljdzr G2NARIf | FN.
human sacrificial practices, or somegag | G G SYLIG | G L2 Lz F GA2y O2y i N

There were also reports in the early 1600s of the practice in Somalia as a means of extracting higher
prices for female slaves, and in the late 1700s in Egypt to prevent pregnancy in women and slaves.
FGM is practisedcaoss a wide range of cultures and it is likely that the practice arose independently
among different peoplée’s aided by Egyptian slave raids from Sudan for concubines and the trading of
maids through the Red Sea to the Persian{Gulf

Global FGMPrevalenceand Practices

FGM has been reported in 28 countries in Africa and occurs mainly in countries along a belt stretching
from Senegal in West Africa, to Egypt in North Africa, to Somalia in East Africa and to the Democratic
Republic of Congo in Central Africa. It also mcgusome countries in Asia and the Middle East and

among certain diaspora communities in North and South America, Australasia and Europe. As with

I T
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many ancient practices, FGM is carried out by communities as a heritage of the past and is often
associatedwvith ethnic identity. Communities may not even question the practice or may have long
forgotten the reasons for it.

Figure 1: Prevalence of FGM in Africa

(© 28 Too Many’ ?g!r;lra_la;c'q o * @
in Alnca 3
95100 % i
an-os %
7595 % f
075 % | -
2580 %
local
Note that all data are
based on very
uncertain etimates.

The WHE classifies FGM into four types:

Type | Partial ortotal removal of the clitoris (clitoridectomy) and/or the prepuce

Type Il Partial or total removal of the clitoris and the labia minora, with or with|
SEOA&AAR2Y 2F (GKS fFo6Al YIF22Nl} o6SE
sometimes used as ageral term covering all types of FGM.]

Type llI Narrowing of the vaginal orifice with the creation of a covering seal by cu
and appositioning the labia minora and/or the labia majora, with or with
excision of the clitoris (infibulation).

Type IV All other harmful procedures to the female genitalia for roedical purposes
for example: pricking, pulling, piercing, incising, scraping and cauterization

Reinfibulation The procedure to narrow the vaginal opening in a woman after she has
deinfibulated (i.e. after childbirth); also known asgeturing

Table 1: Types of FGM as classified by the WHO

FGM is often motivated by beliefs about what is considered appropriate sexual behaviour. Some
communities consider that it ensures and preserves virginity and marital faithfulness and prevents
promiscuity/prostitution. There is a strong link between FGd marriageability, with FGM often

being a prerequisite to marriage. FGM is sometimes a rite of passage into womanhood and
considerednecessary for a girl to go through in order to become a responsible adult member of
society. FGM is alghoughttomaks 3IA NI & WOt SIFyQ YR | SAaUGKSGAOI ft
texts require the practice, practitioners often believe it has religious support. Girls and women will

often be under strong social pressure, including pressure from their peers, andigigkisation

and stigma if they refuse to be cut.
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FGM is always traumatic. Immediate complications can include severe pain, shock, haemorrhage
(bleeding), tetanus or sepsis (bacterial infection), urine retention, open sores in the genital region
and ifjury to nearby genital tissue. Lo#grm consequences can include recurrent bladder and
urinary tract infections, incontinence, cysts, psychological problems, infertility, an increased risk of
new-born deaths and childbirth complications including fisijudad the need for later surgeries.

For example, a woman with Type Il infibulation will likely need to be cut open later to allow for
sexual intercourse and childbirtf.

The vision of 28 Too Many is a world where every girl and woman is safe, healttiyemnttee

from FGM and other humanghts violations. A key strategic objective is to provide detailed,
comprehensive country profiles for each of the 28 countries in Africa where FGM is practised. The
profiles provide research into the situation regarg FGM in each country, as well as more general
information relating to the political, anthropological and sociological environments in the country,
to offer a contextual background. This can also be of use in relation to diaspora communities that
migrae and maintain their commitment to FGM.

The country profiles also offer analyses of the current situation, and will enable all those with a
commitment to ending FGM to shape their own policies and practice to create conditions for
positive, enduring charggin communities that practise FGM. We recognise that each community is
different in its drivers for FGM and bespoke, sensitive solutions are essential to offer girls, women
and communities a way forward in ending this practice. This research reporidpsoa sound
information-base that can contribute to determining the models of sustainable change necessary to
shift attitudes and behaviours and bring about a world free of FGM.

During our research, we connect with many apGM campaigners, communibased
organisationsCBO}¥ policymakers and influencers. 28 Too Many wishes to continue to build upon
its incountry networking to aid informatiosharing, education and awareness of key issues,
enabling local NGOs to be part of a greater voice to end lBGMly and internationally.

1 UN General Assembly (200)e girl child: report of the SecretaBeneral p.17. Available at
http://www.refworld.org/docid/4ac9ac552.html

2 World Health Organization (201Bemale GenitdiAutilation. Available at
http:// www.who.int/topics/female_genital_mutilation/en/

3 UNICER2016)Female Genital Mutilation/Cutting: A Global Conger2. Available at
http://www.unicef.org/media/files/FGMC_2016_brochure_final UNICEF_SPREA&cpdésed June 20116

41 EAE2Y ¢ {f1 O] OMdyyUO WCS YHurhad Rihts QUErEZY Goh E0ApP.¥3Y. |  / N& G A
5 Ibid, p.444.
6 LightfootKleincitedin Anra I NA S 2 Af &2y oOoHnmo0 Wl 2¢g GKS YSUK2RA dza SF

0S SYLX 2SR (2 SNI RA Ol JoBnal®iSséndér Stud@eR:¢, p.d. Availabledaii A f | G A2y QX
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/09589236.2012.681182
Ibid.
Mackie cited in AnfMarie Wilsonop. cit.
Afrol Newgno longer available].
0 World Health Organizatio(2016)WHO guidelines on the management of health complications from female
genital mutilation pp.24. Available at http://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/topics/fgm/management
health-complicationsfgm/en/ (accessed 18 June 2017).
11 Ibid, p.1
12 World Health Organization (201&)p. cit, p.vii.
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Millennium Development Goals

Throughout this report, the relevarilillennium Development GoaldDG$ are discussed within
the scope of FGM.

& 1 2

Eradicate extreme Achieve universal
poverty and hunger  primary education

S

@ 4

Reduce child mortality

The Millennium Development Goals

Challenges WitlData and Analysis

Much of the datanecessary fothe Government to make a clear prediction of whether MDG
targets will be mets lacking It has beersuggested that monitoring in Sierra Leone is limited because
of a lack of specialised knowledge arekearch capacities, an absence of processed good
practicesto capture data, and limited public documentatiorhere is also resttive freedom-of-
information legislation. Civitsociety organisationCSOpssuggest thathe MDGs are unrealistic for a
national context and that it would be more effective to set targets locally.

PostMDG Framework

The eradication of FGM is pertinent to the achievemensigfof the eightMillennium Development
Goals:

MDGL1.: eradicate extreme poverty and hunger

MDG 2 achieve universal primary educatjon

MDG 3 promote gender equality and empower women
MDG 4 reduce child mortality

MDG 5 reduce maternal mortalityand

MDG 6 combat HIV/AIDS, malaria and other diseases
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As the MDGare approaching their 2015 deadline, the Unitgdtions UN) is evaluating the current
MDGs and exploring future goals. After 2015, the UN will continue its efforts to achieve a world of
prosperity, equity, freedom, dignity and peac€urrently, the UNs working with its partners on an
ambitious post2015 development agenda and striving for open and inclusive collaboration on this
project?

The UN is also conducting the MY World survey in which citizens across leecglo vote offline
and onlineon which six development issues most impact their liv€sese results will be collected
up until 2015 and will influence the pe&015 agendaNlyworld2015.0rg.

Coinciding with this surveyiBe W¢ KS 2 2NI R 2SS 2| yiaQ LI I GFeaddrs |y
LI NI AOALI GS Ay RI6aréndzaf fosu fpradevelopmeiniBnShe listu®@ éf gender

violence, there has been a growing call for the pa2G agenda to include a distinct focus on

ending violence against woménThough it is unlikely gt FGM will be eliminated in Sierra Leone

by 2015, it is nonetheless encouraging that the MDGs have ensured a persistent focus on areas
related to FGM. Perhaps most significantly, an important milestone was reached thes §é

CSW58: a clear call for aa i YRIFf 2yS 32+t 2y 62YSyQa NRARIKGSE
Commission.This is an important step in th@st-2015 negotiationsas a strong and unified call for

the goal had not previously been made by governmenfbe post2015 agenda will undoubtedly

LINE A RS NBYSH6SR STF2NIa G2 AYLINROS 62YSyQa fAQD
l RRAGAZ2YFEteY GKS ' FNRAOFY ! yA2Yy QaDeRaseror AfNdani A 2 y
Women will certainly assist in promoting gender equality and the eradication of gender violence in
Siera Leone

1 Commonwealth Foundatior2(13 A civil society review of progress towards the Millennium Development Goals
in Commonwealth countriesNational Report: Sierra Leone.

2 United Nationgundated) [webdg]. Available ahttp://mwww.un.org/en/index.html.

3/ FNRBEAYS 1 FNLISN 6HnMo O -HPDInDY R INNDNSERZDGVENDHOET Ihsii4 § KS L2 &
January. Available &ttps://www.odi.org/comment/7220genderviolenceand-post-2015framework
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CKAA aSO0A2y KAIKEAIKGA F ydzYoSNI 2F AYyRAOI G2 N&

Population
6,384, 376
Median age:19 years

Growth rate: 2.33%

HumanDevelopment Index

Rank: 177 out of 186 in 2013

Health
Life expectancy at birth (years): 57.39
Infant mortality rate (deaths per 1,000 live births): 73.29

Maternal mortality rate (deaths per 100,000 live births): 890 (2010)
(country comparison to thevorld: 4)

Fertility rate, total (births per woman): 4.83 (2014 est.)
HIV/AIDS ¢ adult prevalence rate: 1.5% (2012 est.)

¢ people living with HIV/AIDS: 57,700 (2012 est.)
(country comparison to the world: 58)

¢ deaths: 3,300 (2012 est.)

Literacy(percentage age 15 and over who can read and write)
Total population:43.3%(female: 32.6%; male54.7% (2011 est.)
Femaleyouth population (1§24): 54%; maleyouth population 72% (2013)

GDP (in US dollars)
GDP (official exchange rate): $4.6R013 est.)
GDP per capita (PPP): $1,400 (2013 est.)
GDP (real growth rate): 13.3% (2013 est.)

Urbanisation
Urban population: 39.2% of total population (2011)

Rate of urbanisation3.04% annual rate of change (2@16 est.)
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Ethnic Groups
Temneq 35%, Mende; 31%, Limba 8%, Kona; 5%, Kriole; 2%, Mandinga; 2%, Loka; 2%,
othercmp:s G6AYyOf dzZRSa NBFdzASSEa FNRY [AOSNRALIFQa NBOS
Lebanese, Pakistanis, and Indians) (2008 census)

Religions

Muslim¢ 60%, Christiag 10%, indigenous beliets30%

Languages

English (official, regular use limited to literate minority), Mende (principal vernacular in the
south), Temne (principal vernacular in the north), Krio (Engjigsied Creole, a lingua franca and
a first language for 10% of the populaticadthoughunderstood by 95%)

Central Intelligence Agency (2014he World Factbook: Sierra Leankvailable athttps://www.cia.gov/library/

publications/the-world-factbook/geos/sl.html.

1 Country Meters (2014%ierra Leonge3 June. Available attp://countrymeters.info/en/Sierra_Leone

2 UN Development Programme (2013)man Development IndicatorsSSierra LeonéAvailable at
http://hdr.undp.org/en/countries/profiles/SLE

3 UNICEF(2014)KS {GFGS 2F (GKS 22NIRQa / KAfRNBY wWSLRNI HampyY
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Political Background

Historical

Sierra Leone has been inhabited for over 2,500 years, with an Iron Age beginning@thctetury

and agriculture arriving by AD100@uringthe first-documented contact with Europeans in 1462,
Portuguese explorer Pedro de Cintra named the mountainous ‘&ieara Lyo¥ion Mountain§)

The area was populated by autonomous indigenous groups with distinct languages (see
Anthropological Background

By the 1530s the slave tradead begun: ships patrokd the coast and condued kidnapping raids.

Walter Rodney has argued that some indiges@hiefs participated in the slave trade in exchange

for trade items, transforming human life into an export busine&hiefs used secretociety rules

YR WAINHzZYLISR dzLd . 2y R2 | YR t 2 NFhedafeltradBcSndinuedia O LJG «
Skerra Leone while it was under British control throughout thé"lahd 18" centuries and it
perpetuated for several decades after it was banned in 1807.

A turning point in the ethnic and political history of Sierra Leone was the invasion of the warrior
ethnic group the MandeMane) in the16™ century. ¢ 2 Rl 8 £ G KS GSN¥Y Wal yRS
refer to a large collection of ethnic groupisat speak related languagedit is thought that their

female chief Macarig was expelled from her homeland, resalj in a mass migrationTheMande
conquestsandthe resulting ethnic blending and cultural assimilation are what give Sierra Leone its
presentday ethnic diversity It is believed that the practice i GMwas brought to Sierra Leone by

the Mande? The® invasions also militarised Sierra Leone and resulted in the construstion

larger, permanent villagesAlthough internal conflicts between indigenous groups continued for

around 350 years, these groups were united by Poro and Bondo (Sande) secrisocie

In the 17" century, the Britishtook over control of Sierra Leone from the Portugue3ewards the

SYR 2F GKS atr @S (GNIRST (GKS /2YYAGGSS F2NJ (GKS
Wwofl O] LER2ND Ay (KIG1780ttHERditleneot Svasanfiabi@NGy 80R foNnerlyp
enslavedblack Britons and AfricaAmericans.Freetownwas established in 1792.

The colonial erain Sierra Leone lasted from 1800 to 19&lt much of the territory remained
under the control of the Mnde and TemneThe British and Creoles (persons of mixed African and
9dzNRP LISIY NI OSkl yOSaiGNRBO ¢SNB o0 &S Reswvie traddNBS S 2 4
treaties and military expeditions. British colonialism resulted in diplomacy disputesolence
between the British and local chiefs, and territory disputes between Britain and FraBiesgra
Leone became arptectorate in 1896despitemuch contestation.Out of 149 chiefdoms, Governor
Cardew gave sole authority of local government to a smallo§gtaramount chiefs Paramount
chiefs retain this power in conjunction with systems of local councils that were implemented in
2004. Moreover, only individuals from ruling families (aristocracy) were given the right to rule by
the British® There were cotinued violent disputes, such as the Hut Tax War of 18681924 a
new constitution was drafted, dividing Sierra Leone intocaony (Western Area) anda
protectorate, with separate political systems.

In 1960 the Independence Conference led by Sir Milton Margai took place in Losbrihis
resulted in Sierra Leone gainimydependenceon 27 April 1961 Margai beame the first prime
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minister. This independence came as a result of the educated Pratatet elite allying with the
paramountchiefs in oposition to Krio intransigence.

After the Sir Albert administrationinthe mddc nax G KS | f { APQOBoh bindfofkyg / 2 y =
in the contested 1967 elections, making Siaka Steygimse minister. His controversial victory

quickly resulted in several military coups, but he was reinstated in 1868vens was succeeded by

Joseph Saidu Momoh in 1985.

A civil war occurred from 1991 to 2001 and was influenced by the war in neighbouring Liberia.
Rebelsquickly gained control of eastern Sierra Leone, including the diamond mines in Kono.
Despite promises of political reform, Prime Minister Momoh and the APC were accused of
corruption, hoarding arms and planning violent campaigB&tween 1992 and 1996 ¢hNational
Provisional Ruling Council was responsible for a military céifer a short period of civilian rule in
1996 there was a further junta under the Armed Forces Revolutionary Council, which was finally
ousted in 1998. UN peacekeepers were sem in 1999 and there was significant British
involvement in restoring peaceThere arevaryingstatisticsreported on the number of people
killed during the civil war, ranging from 50,000 to 300,000 (buwass likely around 100,000).
Between halfa millionand 2.5million people were displacedDuring the civil warover 250,000
women were victims ofsexual and gendebased violence(GBY including rape, trafficking,
enslavement, mutilation, sexual slavery, forced pregnancy, labour and detéehtion.

In 2002 elections were held and President Kabbah waslested.

Current Political Conditions

Thecourt system set up to try those responsible for serious violations of human rights during the
civil war, convicted all nine defendantdMany people still struggle to cope with the devastation of
the war, particularly those who remain internally displacedpersons(IDP camps.

With respect to the political authority of Bondo and Poro secret societies, rural members are still
angered by tle transgressions oRevolutionary United FronRUF rebkels, who broke society laws

by entering bondo bushes to hoard weapons and foBenthorpe argues that Sierra Leoneans have
been trying to reestablish political order based @ecret societies Part ofefforts to achievepost

war recovery and political stability is initiation into #$esecret societiegwhich involves FGM)
However, young adultsvho have grown up without the old social matrate beginning to question

the need for FGM and thauthority of society chiefd

As part of postvar reconstruction, the Government instituted a number of reforms to promote

good governance and economic development, protect human rights and advance gender equality.

The military also took over the counfyd & SOdzNA i& | FGSNI G KS RSLI NI dzN.
In March 2014, the closure of the UN Integrated Peacebuilding Office in Sierra Leone marked the
end of more than 15 years of peacekeepirig.2012 the APC won a majority in peaceful elections

and President Hrest Bai Koroma was+dected.

Widespreadcorruption remains a problem for the Government of Sierra Leone and it continues to
implementa five-year national action plan to combat corruptién.
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Walter Rodney(1970)A History of the Upper Guinea Coast, 18400 Oxford University Press.
ObaraTomBosire (2012The Bondo Secret society: female circumcision and the Sierra LeoneafPstBte
thesis.]

Daron Acemoglu, Tristan Reed and James A. Robinson @0iE33: Elite Control of Civil Society and Economic
Development in Sierra Leart@ambridge, MA: Nation8ureau of Economic Research. Available at
http://www.nber.org/papers/w18691

Hussaina JAbdullah 2012 Gender equality in Po&015 Sierra Leone, The Heart of the Rixt5 Development
Agenda and thé&uture We Want for All, Global Thematic Consultation

Dr. Richard Fanthorpe (2003)erra Leone: The Influence of the Secret Societies, with Special Reference to
Female Genital MutilatiorAvailable atttp://www.refworld.org/docid/46cee3152.html

US Department of State (2018uman Rights Report: Sierra Leone.
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Bondo

Bondois one nameof the initiating secret society of women in the south and east of Sierra Leone,
(Sandein the north and west of the country and broadly throughout Guinea and Libeltiag. also

the name of the spirit mediator between the living and the dealhis instituton is central to
62YSyQa difdrd@tBemda medsuie of political autonomy, respect within the community,
freedom of movement and association when t#®ndo buslifls in sessiopand power within their
communities to mediate social rélans and tle conditions women live in.

At present the cost of this social good is FGMr disenfranchisement if it is refused’he heads of
the separate bondo bushes, with the complicity otdl chiefs, act as gatekeepers. They are
financially rewardd for their workandtherefore havestrong vested interests in its continuation.

A gathering of Soweis
in Masanga
(© MEA)

Though commonly referred to in the literature ¥ondo societgand thecuttersasW { 2 gtiiede Q

are other local names for the societies and tittdgshose women in their hierardbs (seeTable 2.

The names all refer to the same basic tenets of initiation and purificatidrich aremediated by

the heads of the societygs K2 O2y INRIOAWYRS @KBER LINPOARSa (KS
calledetishe<in early ethnographies)This report willdza BondéXo refer toallof theg 2 Y Sy Q&
secret societies, unless otherwise indicated.

Ethnic Group Name of Bondo | Name of Head of | Name of New Name of Non
Society Society/Bush Initiate Initiate

Fulah Baytee Barajelli Betijor Jiwor

Limba Bondo Baregba Bonka Gboroka

Loko Bondona Ligbha Bondofayra Bborrga

Mende Sande Sowei/Majo/Digbal Mborgbinie Kpowei

Susu Ganyee Yongoyelie Ganyee Gineh | Amoogaangeh
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Ethnic Group Name of Bondo | Name of Head of | Name of New Name of Non

Society Society/Bush Initiate Initiate
Temne Bondo Digba Bonka Gburka
Kono Sandeneh Soko Seinama Dumisuuneh
Kissi Fangabondo Sokonoh Sumunoh Kwendenoh
Kuranko Sayere Biriyele/nu

Table 2: Names of aspects of Bondo Society in main Sierra Leonean landuages

In Sierra Leone, 90% of women are members of Bondo, and it includes 17 ethnic’githeg&hstian

Krio are often reported to béhe only ethnic group that does not participate in Bondo. The Bondo have
laws of secrecy prohibiting members from discugdineir practices, with supernatural and physical
sanctions on those who break the laws. All males and uninitiated girls and women ameendrers

and are not permitted to discuss Bondo issues (including FGM). There are stories of forced initiation as
punishment for breaking Bondo law being carried out on-n@mbers (see Challenges).

For women in Sierra Leone, FGM is not about female passivity and control; women can gain political
power and community status through initiation.There is a severe stigmagainst uninitiated
women, and concomitant peer and community pressgr® be initiated. All ethnic groups have
pejorative terms for uncut womerwhich usually meaW ¥ 2 2 f A a KQ>X WOKAf RMAKQZ
g2YSyQa YSSiAy Juaderihg aubpiced bffBoriddaNSvs anbidormation, such as

new childhealth initiatives,are only shared with initiates, so there are other important costs
associated with nomembership.

Bondo gives women agency and a sense of commuRity.example, in ruraiorthern Sierra Leone
women are required to gain their husbastd LISNXY A &daA 2y (2 R 2yetiBondolisa
I LXFOS 6KSNB | g2Yly OFy 32 TheAniti&iéndadtivitigsSare
considered holidaysWomen gathertogether three or four times a year, wear elaborate clothes
and jewellery and go to the bondo bush without seeking permission from rBemdo initiation is
tied to conceptions of sexual/gender identity and fertilitfhebondo bush represents fertility and
the essence of ancestral and supernatural spirits.

2 dzi :
K dza o

During the ceremony, the Bondo perform a masquerade, in which both the masks and danees hav
ritualistic powers. These masquerades are the only known instances of wogitawearing masks.

The initiation was traditionally reserved for women ready to join marital [feaditional teachings
included domestic duties, community involvement, marriage and responsibilities to a husband.
Marriages performed before initiationo the secret societies are considered illegitimatdhe
Leaders havelose reciprocal relationshspnvith community chiefs. They generate income for the
chiefs through mardge and initiation license feesn feturn, the chiefs enforce Bondo rules.

However, the practice is evolving in contemporary lif§. 2 YS LI NByda RSftl & (K
initiation until she has completed her schooling, due to the prohibitive initiation costs and the fact
that a marriagdicence fee must be paid by all initiates, redjass ofage or readiness for marriage.
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Bondo/Sande masks are viewed as the spirit
of the Bondosocieties, with rich symbolism
carved into each one. The bird on tof
NBLINSASyGa ¢62YSyQa
forehead implies good luck or a sharp minc
The downcast eyes symbolise spirituality. ThH
small mouth represents the ideal character fo
a woman ¢ quiet and humble. Scars on the
cheek depict the new, hard life as a woman
The rings around the neck show idealise
health and beauty in a woman, or can be see
as the ripples of water around the head of th¢
Bondo spirit as it emerges from water (the
spirit realm). Around the base of the mask ar
drilled holes for a black raffia fringe to be
attached. The body of a maskearer must
not be exposed at all, as it would allow an ev
spirit to possess her.

THE BONDO MASK

All Bondo masks follow the same basi
symbolism with variations in hair, dress and

the animals represented, which symbolise Mende Sande mask
fertility or the supernatural powers of the (Item #1989.387, © The
spirit of the mask. Indianapolis Museum of Art)

Other parents want to initiate their girls young and have them continue with their studies before
marriage. Some members feel that, with more girls attending school, there is a lesser role for the
society in training. Bosire argues, however, that in peat Sierra Leone the education sector is
still undergoing reconstruction, and therefore the state is ambiguous about its position on FGM and
Bondo, because Bondo patrtly fills an education role.

Bondo initiation has evolved significantly in response to gbstwar socieeconomic climate and

as a result of amtFGM discourse. The humaghts discourse has also changed Bondo society.
Increasingly, the ceremony leaves out much of the traditional training. This has consequently
diminished the symbolic authity accorded to Soweis. Thus, Bondo members now have to find a
oFflyOS o0St¢eSSy (KSasS WwWySg ARSIaAQ FyR CDa Fa |
ordering community relations. There are tensions between the different chapters of Bondo
(particularly urban versus rural) and the degree of practice. Bosire suggests that chapters that add

or remove cultural elements of the society arensideredto bea N> OG A &aAy 3 WAYPBSYy (SR
/| KAf RNByQa NAIKGaszX 02y aS hiandhafrRful eagitedalpadicesdPR t Sy OS
INB Fff GKSYSa RAaOdzaaSR Ay NBf I (A FGC diaglicatio’? y R2 ®
discourse thus represents a very threatening change to the Bondo, at least in Babltodiscourse,

because the whole edifice of the sodality is held together by the ritual of FGC and by the accompanying
20K 2F aSONBOe&®Q I & | -FeNBdisdaiirse have a2gyaRiy led Soyg@atelzy (0 S |
solidarity among the secret seties, and even retaliation against eradication campaigns.
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The initiation ceremonies of most girls in Sierra Leone follow the same basic course, regardless of
the name of the society. The ceremonies now happen at different times of theay where
traditionally they happened after the harvest in the dry seasodvillages may not hold annual
ceremonies so girls older and younger than the traditional age of gy may be initiated
together.

Bondo Initiation

The five main phases of the ceremony are thdirnglto the bondo bush; seclusion in the bush; FGM
and other initiation rites; teachingand the comingout ceremony. These phases are called
different namesaccording to the ethnic group.

The start of the ceremony is announced by the beating of the balrdmns The Soweis enter the
village to collect the children and any members of the society who wish to attend and lead them off
to the bushg a segregated sitseveral miles from the village.

The first rite of the initiation is the ritual cutting of @A NI 4 Q 3ISYA Gl ft AL X | YR 4|
they are taught the secrets of the society, ritual dances and s@mgsdomestic and sexual care of

their husbands.This phase of teaching has been shortened in recent times to a matter of days or
weeks, whernt used to continue for up to a year.

The final stage of the initiation and the lure used to get girls to agree to enter the society is the-ooming
celebration. The girls are dressed in white and daubed with white clay (among the Mende), or given new
clothes to wear, and then taken back to the village as newly formed athétsentre of all attention.

They are accompanied by the bondo devil masquerade, amid much rejoicing and acclamation of their new
status. There follows a celebratory feast.

Plain condemnation of the practice tends to push Bondo followers
deeper into[a] ddefence of traditioA position as opposed to
changing the culture of FGC initiatién.

The Economics of FGM in Sierra Leone

There are two ways to address the economics of KRGNE cost to the family and the cost to the
state. There are no figures published for the latter, but they may be extrapolateu fwailable
data and knowledge.

A number of studies report the cost of initiation to the famidy future husband when thgirl is
already betrothed; in itself a strong economic incentive for early marriagépsirereportsthat his
interviewees quog the cost as between 200,08800,000 LeonesU$$p46¢139), and the Fambul
Initiative Network for EqualityFINE reports that he cost can be up to 1 million Leonés$$231)°
These costs include 30,000 Leon&kSH7) to the chief as a registration fee and 15,000 Leones
(USH3.50) for the marriage license, whiare always granted at the same timeThere is also
payment to the Sowi and her helpers in the bush, and food for the initiate and other society
members residing with them, which is not the ordinary fare, but iicimeat There is als@ cost

for the musicians and celebrations for the commg ceremony and a cost for meclothes that are
demanded by right by the girls to wear after initiation to attract suitor®% of the population live
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on less than 8,580 Leoned$$2) per day, making the initiation cost a huge figute.1987, Koso
Thomas wrote that families oftense their whole harvest to pay for initiation in rural communities.
These costs can push poor families further into poverty.

Due to the civil war, many Bondo members (particularly of the Mende group) continue to reside in

IDP campsThe Bondo have estalliK SR G NI} AyAy3d WodzaKSaQ AnDRL5t Ol
camps in Freetown, the initiation fee ranges from 20,000 Leod&5) to 100,000 Leone&) §23).

Women living in IDRamps are often the breadwinners for the family, with few opportunities for

paid work and therefore consider a Sowei career as an economic opportur@gnsequently,

young women want tdrain as Sowei in their late twentieend earlythirties (or younge, like the
five-yearold girl inthe photograph beloy, when traditionally the age of a Sowei has bearer 40.

This means that the practice is now viewed mainly as a source of ineomehis has compromised

the core wltural reasons for initiation.

Men in discussions held by FINE said thg
cost was one of the reasons girls were
being cut youngeras it was cheapet. In
addition to the cost of the rite, families face
further economic costs if healthcare i$
needed to help with complications of FGM,
either immediate or long term.

The other side of the @nomics is the
additional costto the state in healthcare
and loss of human potential The
additional healthcare needed by women
with all types of FGNk shown to be about
0.19%€1% of healthcare spending ¢frican | A five-year-old Sowei intraining (© IRIN NEWS)

women aged 1845 Deaths causedy

complications during or after initiation and the school diogt rate, fuelled by early marriaggadd

losses of human potential to thetate and its development. The high number of teenage
pregnancies, which is often linked to FGM, causes more loss of human potential as girls enter a
cycle of poverty and ill health.

Unless otherwise stated, all references are from ObdremBosire (2012 The Bonddecret society: female

circumcision and the Sierra Leonean staffhD thesis.]

1 Owolabi Bjalkander, Laurel Bangura, Bailah Leigh, Vanja Berggren, Staffan Bergstrom, and Lar@A8IR)oth
Wealth complications of female genital mutilation in SiemaneQl>y § SNy F G A2yt W2dzNy+Ff 2F
2012(4), pp-324331. Available ahttps://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3410700/

2 Elizabeth Heger Boyle (2002¢male Genital Giing: Cultural Conflict in the Global CommunBaltimore:
Johns Hopkins University Press.

3 Olayika Kos@homas (1987)he Circumcision of Women: A Strategy for Eradication

Obara Tom Bosire (2012he Bond&ecret society: female circumcision and the Sierra Leonean[gth thesis.]

5 Fambul Initiative Network for EqualitfFiN® o HnamMo 0 WaSy {dl1Ay3a G4KS €tSIR | a ¥
CSYIFtS DSyAGlt  Mamye!f A2y k/ dziGAy3IQ
Ibid.

7 APetermt y YR Y® W2Kyazy o6vHnngd WLYyO2yGAySyOS
YSI adzZNBa 27F 3@ s&iaStiehcd & MediciG8B) gp @A AQailable at
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/19128867
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?TOOMANY
Anthropological Background

There are ateast17 ethnic groupsin Sierra LeoneThese groupsre divided into three categories

according to their languagesMande, Mel and Others.The Mende, Vai/Gallinas, Kono, Loko,
Koranko, Soso, Yalunka and Mandingo belong to the Marnde Temne, BullufSherbro, Kissi,

Gola and Krim form the Mel groupThe Others are Limba, Fula, Krio and Kiine two largest
communities are the Mende and Temmaakingup 2 2 F G KS O2dzy 0 NBE Q& LJ2 LJdz

Figure 2shows thetraditional homeland of the various ethnic gnaps in Sierra Leone before the
civil war. Due to the displacement of peoples during the years of fighting, the population has
become more mixed, with many people living in IDRsparticular, the Mende now reside in large
numbers in the Westerrirea UWban! Similarly the ethnic mix in the Kono district and other
eastern areas hmchanged due to dmond mining and other resouresxtraction industries that
draw in young men as labourerfEmployment opportunities like these arare in Sierra Leone,
which has a predominately agricultural economy and a youth unemployment rate of 60%.

. Creole

Sherbro
Mende
Temne
Koranko
Kono
Limba

Susu

. AN
U=y
N>

Other tribes

Figure2: Geographical distribution of ethnic groups in Sierra Leone
and the district boundaries in which they live

Thereligious affiliationsof ethnic groups areften reported in terms of Muslim or Christian, but in
most groups these beliefs are held alongside traditional beliefs in the supernatural and the power
2T | yOSa i 2wy Qgroupd Behekelim witchcraft and supernatural cauges health
complaints.
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Historically,tension has existed between the Mende and Temn&heir vyindgor political control

was a main driver in the civil war (the RUF was led by a Tenkmyever, he war was not purely
ethnic in nature,althoughthe main participants were the Mende and Temn€&he main division

now within Sierra Leone is the deep rift between the few rich elites and the bulk of religions and
tribes?

The most recent figures show that 70% of the populationsliveSt 2 6 G KS D2 @SNY YSyi
of the poverty line. Agriculture, mainly the subsistence variety, is the princgdnomicactivity,
accounting for 53% dahe GDP on average since 2004 and employing 61% of the active population.

Ethnic Groups

Fula

TheFula originally arrived in Sierra Leone as traders in gold and slaves in th@'latentury. They
forged trade routes from their homeland in Guinea down to the coast and Freetdwe. Fula are
committed Muslims and brought with them Islamic education systems, converting many groups on
their travels. The Fula who settled in Freetown are not members of secret societies, viewing them
as antilslamic, but the Fula who reside in othaarfs of the country initiate their children into both
YSyQa | yR g2 Y$hyse BuladgvBo@ill Sofisetfedemmained pastoralist herders.

Gola

The Gola or Gula are a tribal people living in western Liberia and southern Sierra Oéen&ola

language is a isolate within the Nige€ongo language family and is now largely replaced by Mende

in Sierra Leone.

¢CKS yIFYS WD2fIQ A& | LlRaarotsS az2dz2NOS F2N GKS vy
the islands and coastal regions of Geargnd South Carolina in the United States, who were originally
brought over as slaves from West Africa and prized for theiraittvation skills. They continue to

farm rice in Sierra Leone as their main livelihood. Many anthropologists believe theahde

society originated among the Gola people and spread from them to the Mende and Vai. Uniquely,
GKS D2t Qa {FyRS YlIal NBLNBaSyida I YIfS &aLANAIGC

Kissi

The Kisdiraditionally live on the eastern border with Liberia and Guinédong with the Gola, they

are the oldest inhabitants of Sierra Leon€hey report themselves as 75% Christian, 5% Islam and

25% indigenous religionsTraditionally they believe in a creatorgyR | YR G KI G FyOSaf(
mediate between the living anithis god. Many wear charms against witchcraft and evil spirits.

They live in compact villages that contain no more than 150 people, ruled by a chief and the village
elders. Agricultural work is divided equally between the genders; boys tend to thstdigk. Men

also hunt and fish and women trade in markets, undertake childcare, tend the vegetable garden

and fish. Iron workers as well as farmers, they made the Kissi pemhich was until recently, a
widely-used currency in central and western Afiica Y A G A GA 2y Ayid2 (GKS 42 YS
calledBiriyeand is believed essential for a child to pass through to become an%dult.
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The Kono make up 5% of the population and were originally found in the Kono district of the
EasternProvince but many were displaced during the civil wadbiamondmining still dominates
0§KS | NBI Qand tBeCregi6re hag undergone a large population influx as young men are
drawn to the area for employmerit. The Kono are part of the largMande people grap. They
originally migrated to Sierra Leone from the Mali Kingdom via Guindapart of this original
immigrant group continued south and became the Vai ethnic group.

Kono

The Kono are matrilineal, and girls ateaditionally initiated into the Bundu sectesociety at

puberty. The head of the Bundu society is calle@@kopriestess and her assistants abggbas

The age of FGM among the Kono is now falling to as young as toddlers (as among other ethnic
groups) because mothers do not want their daughtessgrow up and refuse the ritual or be
displaced by war into nepractising communitiesC2 NJ 4§ KS Y2y 23 Wl g2YlLy A&
being initiated, nothing els®

Krim/Kim

The Krimnow live in the most inhospitable area of the Southern Provintiee coastal mangrove
swamps. They are an isolatpdople of which little is knowandthey do not seek interaction with
other groups. They are surrounded by Sherbro on all sidéalm wne is still central to their rituals
and festivals, unlike many related groups who have been influenced by Islam to not drink atcohol.

Krio (Kriole)

The Krio make up 2% of the population of Sierra Leofkey are divided into the Muslim Krio
called OkuAku Krio, and the Christian Krio and live predominately in the Western Area, particularly
Freetown. The population is predominately Christjaat 85%, with Aku Krio making up 15%he

Krio were originally comprised of Africamgho had returnedfrom Englad, exslaves from the
United States, Maroons from Jamaica and recaptured slaves from along the coast of Witiatly

they did not form a cohesive group in their new territpgyhich wasboughtfrom the Temnes on

the Sierra Leonean peninsula, but kelstinct identities. These boundaries eventually broke down
through intermarriage and a single Krio identity was forged.

The majority of thefemale slaves repatriated to Africa from slavery were from the Yoruba ethnic
group, among whomtraditionally the men tended the fields anthe women were traders. This
pattern of labour gave the women a large degree of financial freedom and autonéitgr 1900
many of the trading positions were taken over by European compaams the Krio turned to
medicine andeaching as alternative.

The Christian Krio are purported to be the only ethnic group not to initiate their daughters into
secret societiesathough there is some evidence that the Kru and Mandingo do @itier).
Kru

The Kru are found in Liberiait S oReCahdZBierra Leondt has been claimethat they originally
came from Mozambiqué® They refused to participate in the slave trade and successfully fought off
capture as slaves themselveSraditionally subsistence farmers @munters, they lie in lineage
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defined villages irthe coastal areas of their countriés. They have expertise as sailors and work
now as fishermen or dock workers in Sierra Lethe.

Reportedly, thekru do not initiate their girls into secret societi¥s.

DIMISU BIRIYE INATION CEREMONY

Dimisu Biriyeis they' I YS 2F YdzNI y12 3JIANI &Q AYyAGALF G
society, theSegere It is one of the few traditional, nekluslim ceremonies they still practis
Though the men have largely embraced Wahabigj@m and their secret societies, tk@®me
and Gbangbe are only active once a year, the Segere is active year round. During
activities in the village, uninitiated women and all men go inside, leaving the public s
open solely to the women. dports indicate that, traditionally, men had no involvement in t
IANI &aQ AYAGAL GA Ziyil warShisIBppeays koShave chanded, ahdztie (fat
take active parts in the public dancing and singing. Planning for the ceremonies startsra
advance, as it is expensive to perform, and requires at least the harvest of one extra ri
to pay the initiators and the musicians and to feed the guests. Kola nuts are sent to relati
let them know that an initiation is to take place tf@lowing year.

There are many ceremonies involved in Dimisu Biriye, both private and public. Its func
one of social cohesion and the training of young girls in the art of being a wife and wo
the community. Traditionally it would have 1&di NI A 3K 2y G2 Y I NNXA
start several months before the ceremonies, learning the required daacel songs. Th
OSNBY2ye AdasStFT adlFNlia ¢gAGK GKNBS RIe&a
seclusion in thebiridela (equivalent of the bondo bush). The first act of this period is
(removing the clitoris)performed bybiriyele/nud I IANI Qa OKIF N} OGS
believed to be determined by her behaviour while being cut. To show sufferingasial
disgrace. The mothers stay with the girls during their turns, telling them not to be afraid.
girls are fearless, they receive gifts. Their cut genitals are inspected by the older women
girl may need to undergo two or three cuts bedahey are satisfied”

Kuranko (Koranko/Kouranko)

The Kuranko live in the mountainous regions of ne#istern Sierra Leone and across the border in
southern Guinea.They speak Kurankavhich is similar to and understood by both the Mandingo
and Sospwith whom they are allied. They are rice farmerand supplement their diet with fish
caught by the women.They also maintain fruit trees and grow corn and pumpkaisng with
cotton and indigo to supplement their incomé&s.

75% of Kuranko are Muslim, 5@fristian and 20% AnimistsTheytraditionally have a beliefin

witchcraft, which is symbolised by the vulture, bat and blackarad the existence of qualumans
calledNyennewho affect their lives fothe good and bad®

¢CKS 3IANI 2aQ Ry A WA FLI202SYNII@S MB/Yi2y (1 KS { BirigefsbiSriSet 6 2 Y Sy
box) and is thought to baecessaryo transform childrenwho are seen as incomplete and impure

humans into adults®® Traditionally,althoughthis isno longer always the case, the girls go straight

from initiation to their marital home. Marriage involves the payment of bride wealth and the

future soninlaw workngF 2 NJ 1 KS o6 RA RS Q& FI G KSNW
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